
Session 5: Micah - the messenger in a time of change

As we have seen for far, the Lord sent several prophets warning the people of God what
would happen if they failed to heed His word. But on the surface life carried on pretty much
as it had for the past two hundred years. There was the northern kingdom of Israel, with its
capital  Samaria,  and its two place of worships, Dan and Bethel.  There was the southern
kingdom of Judah, centred on Jerusalem. And yes, the prophets' warnings were rather stark,
but nothing was really going to happen, was it?

However what the people of God failed to realise is that the Lord always carries out His
word.  It  may  not  be  immediately,  or  when  you  expect,  but  when  He  says  He  will  do
something, He will do it. Look at Micah 1:1:

The word of the Lord that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah - the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.

To us, all this may seem like just a load of complicated names, but Micah operated during a
time of immense change. Shortly after Ahaz came to the throne, the king of Israel invaded
the kingdom of Judah in 732BC and threatened to overpower it. It was this incident which
prompted Isaiah to give Ahaz the sign of a virgin being with child (Isaiah 7:16), although
Ahaz showed no desire to trust in the Lord. Later on in Ahaz's reign, in 722 BC, the northern
kingdom of Israel was itself swept away by the superpower of the day called Assyria. Many
of the Israelites were taken off into foreign lands, and strange people from distant lands
were forcibly settled in the northern kingdom. It was a shattering blow to Israel's identity.
And for a while it looked like matters might get just as bad down south. During the reign of
Ahaz's  son,  Hezekiah,  in  701 BC,  the Assyrians  invaded the land and only  a  miraculous
intervention stopped Jerusalem from being destroyed.

In short, Micah lived through a tumultuous period of history. And as in any time of national
disaster,  the people of  God had some profound questions.  Was there still  a hope for  a
better future? Where was God in the present? And how would God intervene to save His
people? 

It is against this background we come to the best known prophesies of Micah from chapters
4 and 5, although we will read the whole of chapter 4, down to chapter 5, verse 4 (with the
next line of verse 5).

Look at Micah 4:1-8. What do we learn about the better future God has promised for His
people? How does it apply to us?

When Micah says in verse 1 that the mountain of the Lord will be raised above the hills, he
doesn't mean that it will be literally higher than any other mountain. Rather people will be
so drawn to the temple of the Lord it will become the place everyone wants to go to. It will
be known as a place of instruction (v.2) and of justice (v.3). The result will be peace (v.3) and
security (v.4)  and a new devotion to the Lord (v.5).  Those who have been scattered by
foreign powers will be brought back (v.6), and there will be a new king upon the throne
(v.8).



For us as believers it is important to understand, however, that the prophecies of the Old
Testament are ultimately fulfilled not in a place, but in a person. Jesus Himself explicitly
called His  body the temple (John 2:19-22).  So when we look back at  this  passage  from
Micah, we need to think in terms of Jesus being exalted above all other rulers and powers of
this world. Who are the many nations who come to the Lord to seek His ways? They are the
new people of God, the church, and even though the vision of Micah hasn't yet been fully
realised, we can see over the past two thousand years of history how the Lord is gradually
gathering His people under the reign of King Jesus. Micah gives us a picture of what the Lord
is doing now in His church and how His work will one day reach completion.

Look at Micah 4:9-13. Why are the people of God in such trouble in the present? What
confidence can they have that defeat and exile not be the end?

The people of the Northern Kingdom have lost their king.  Within a few generations the
people of the Southern Kingdom too will lose their king, and they will end up in Babylon.
Micah does not want to underplay the real trauma this will bring to the nation (v.10). And
the tragedy is, all  this could have been avoided. In chapters 1-3 Micah has, just like the
prophets before him, outlined the sins of God's people. Yet they have refused to listen.

So it looks like God's people will be defeated, exiled and perhaps even destroyed. Certainly
the other nations see a chance to put an end to Israel once and for all (v.11). Yet remarkably
the Lord is going to use the defeat of His people to gather and overcome the nations ranged
against them (vv.12-13). It's a reminder that so often when we seem at our weakest and
most vulnerable the Lord can use us to win a great victory over our opposition. Of course we
have once more to read Micah's prophecy in light of the Old Testament. We will not literally
rise and thresh the nations (v.13), but we do know that we have been given all spiritual
armour to overcome the devil's schemes (Eph 6:10-13).

Look at Micah 5:1-4. How would God intervene to save His people?

Think about life for the people of Judea in the first century. They had no king (v.9). They
were occupied by foreign nations (v.110. They seemed a weak, insignificant nation on the
edge of the Roman Empire. Yet in an obscure place called Bethlehem Ephrathah someone
who would be born who would rule over God's people. He would come to the people of
Israel in their abandonment (v.3) and would become the good shepherd (v.4) who one day
will bring peace to the end of the earth, just as Micah foresaw at the beginning of chapter 4.

It would be good to finish by reading Matthew 2:1-5, and by thanking God for the wonderful
gift of His Son who fulfils every detail of Micah's prophesy. Let's also remember the many
places in the world where there is so much violence and trauma this Christmas and pray
that all those caught up in such tragedy would like Micah hold on to the unchanging truth of
God's word. 


