
Session 4: Amos - the prophet who wasn't a professional

So far we have seen how under the reign of King Jeroboam the Lord raised up the prophets
Jonah and Hosea. Both had important messages: Jonah eventually learnt (and presumably
preached) that God's  grace is  for  everyone;  Hosea pointed out  how far  the people had
turned away from God's love. But this didn't mean that everyone welcomed the prophets'
message. 

After all, in those days, every king had their own tame prophets who were paid to give the
king the advice he wanted to hear. Their voices were as at least as strong as those who
claimed to speak in the name of the Lord. So when someone from the southern kingdom of
Judah came up north and began prophesying doom and destruction, it is easy to imagine
how he was viewed with suspicion and hostility.

Look at Amos 7:11-15. How did Amos become a prophet? What can we learn from his
example of obedience?

Unlike the prophets who surrounded the king, Amos wasn't a professional. Nor did he come
from a long line of prophets. He was a shepherd and a farmer. But the Lord told him to leave
that way of life behind, and not only that, but to travel north into what was then a different
country. Amos knew that his message would be unpopular, and indeed he wouldn't have
been surprised when this priest called Amaziah accused him of treason. Yet he knew he
could only do what the Lord commanded him. 

Amos's example reminds us that following the Lord isn't a matter of own convenience, or
saying things other people want to hear. Too often in the West we shy away from a message
of judgement, because we are too concerned about the reaction we will receive. But if the
Lord tells us to do something, we need to do it. That may mean leaving an old way of life
behind. It may invite criticism. Yet that is exactly what it means for us to be a disciple of
Jesus Christ (see Luke 9:23-26).

Let's move on to look at Amos' message by reading chapter 5, verses 11-24.

Some background: in the book of Amos we find for the first time the expression "the day
of the Lord". We don't know where this term comes from. It could originally have been a
religious expression referring to a special day of worship. It could originally have been a
military expression referring to a particular day of battle. Wherever it came from, it is clear
from chapter 5 that the people living in Israel thought that on that day the Lord would
come and defeat all of Israel's enemies, leaving His people to enjoy their triumph. 

Look at verses 11-15. The tragedy of the people of Israel was that they thought the Lord
Almighty was with them. Why had they not connected their  faith with their everyday
lives?

You could several different answers to this. For a start, the religious establishment, as we
have seen, was there to tell the king and his people wanted they wanted to hear. So they



tailored their message accordingly - they certainly didn't challenge anyone about how the
poor were being treated, or the way justice was being meted out in the courts. 

Alongside this, we know that the Lord was only one of many gods being worshipped at that
time.  So worship of  the Lord was confined to particular  times and particular  places,  to
festival days at shrines and temples, or certain times of the year. Otherwise, there was no
awareness that He was present in the law-courts, for example, or that He noticed when
bribes were being taken. 

And isn't there a warning here for us? We tend to split off the spiritual side of our lives, as if,
say our churchgoing and our prayer life really weren't that connected with what we do the
rest of the week. But our God really is Lord, He is Lord even of those things that apparently
don’t have a direct connection with our faith. He is concerned about the treatment of the
poor, the way justice is delivered, the values that are being promoted in our media, and as
Christians we need to know how to stand up for what is right and true, or indeed (verse 13)
discern when it is right to keep silent. 

Look at verses 16-20. We so often we say that we are looking forward to the Lord's return.
But why should the Lord's return also cause us to pause and take stock of our lives? 

When the Lord returns, we will all appear before the judgement seat of God (2 Corinthians
5:10). We will have to give an account of how we have lived our lives. We will come face to
face with the one who is Lord of Lord, and King of Kings. Of course we know that we are
saved through Jesus Christ, but the Lord will look for evidence that our faith has made a
difference to our everyday lives. Think, for example, of the parable of the sheep and the
goats (Matthew 25:31-46). 

And of course for some people there will be much weeping and wailing on those days; those
who have rejected the Lord in this life; those who thought they would be good enough for
God; those who said they were Christians but never put their faith and hope in Jesus. That is
one reason why speaking out about our Christian faith is such an important and urgent task.
If we truly love Jesus, we don't just want to be ready ourselves. We also want those around
us to be ready as well.

Look at verses 21-24. What was wrong with worship in the kingdom of Israel?

When the Israelites did gather to worship the Lord, their services were mightily impressive.
The best sacrifices were offered; the rituals and ceremonies were carried out to the letter;
the  music  and the singing  were  heavenly.  Yet  the Lord  found everything  that  they did
offensive. Why? Because the Israelites ignored the basic demands of the Lord for justice and
righteousness. 

So often we measure a church by how well it worships on a Sunday, the quality of its music,
or its preaching, or how friendly the congregation appears to be. But Amos reminds us the
real measure of a church is its practical obedience to the Lord. How might his message apply
to St Michael's and St Barnabas today?




