
Session 3: Hosea - the prophet who married a prostitute

Last time we looked at the prophet Jonah who learnt the hard way that God's grace is for
everyone, even the hated Assyrians. Today we are moving on to his contemporary Hosea
who had an equally startling message - that God's grace can never be taken for granted,
even by those who call themselves the people of God.

Now we said right at the beginning that the prophet's work involved  forthtelling,  that is
reminding the people what they should already know of God's word - and foretelling,  that is
how God is going to act in accordance with that word. But the prophets didn't only speak to
the people with their words. They also did some extraordinary things that underlined their
message by bold, dramatic actions. And nothing was more extraordinary than the action of
Hosea, who was commanded by God to marry a prostitute! 

We’ll pick up the story of Hosea at the start of chapter 3 and read through to chapter 4,
verse 9.

In Chapter 3, verse 1 Hosea is commanded to love his wife as the Lord loves the Israelites.
So how exactly does the Lord love His people?  How was Hosea's  marriage to his  wife
meant to reflect the Lord's love for His people?

The overall story of the Bible is of God always seeking the very best for His people, always
seeking to win them back when they stray, always showing great kindness and patience
when they turn away from Him, and delight and joy when they come back to Him. So, for
example, those famous words we so often read at weddings from 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 are in
fact first and foremost a description of God's love for us. God has every reason not to be
patient to us or indeed to be kind. He has every reason to keep a record of our wrongs. But
for reasons we cannot ever fully explain in this life God does not give up on us. That is the
extent and depth of God's love for us. 

Now the reason why we use these verses from 1 Cor 13 in the wedding service is because at
its ideal best the love God shows for us is meant to be reflected in the marriage relationship
between a man and a woman. Of course the reality is so often very different. Hosea was
called to marry a prostitute called Gomer (Hosea 1:2). Gomer had no intention of keeping
her side of the marriage, as the opening of chapter 3 makes clear. But Hosea was called to
keep on showing love to her,  because that  is  how God so often loves  us  -  showing us
kindness and faithfulness even when we turn away from Him.

Of course this does not mean there won't be consequences when we turn away from God's
love,  or  indeed reject  a  marriage  relationship.  The  whole  book  of  Hosea is  a  long  and
passionate  exploration of  what  God's  love means,  and what happens when that  love is
spurned. Take some time to read all 14 chapters!

Hosea's  wife,  Gomer,  is  called  an  adulteress  (verse  1).  In  what  way  is  the  Israelites'
rejection of the Lord like adultery?



At the most basic level our response to the Lord our God should be to " love the Lord your
God with all  your heart and with all  your soul  and with all  your mind and with all  your
strength." (Mark 12:30). The Lord loves us totally and unreservedly, and so we should love
Him totally and unreservedly in response. But actually we love other gods. In the Israelites'
case they preferred to give their idols the sacred raisin cakes rather than the offerings that
were due to the Lord (verse 1). We may wonder quite why the Israelites loved their raisin
cakes quite so much, but isn't it true that so often it is the apparently small things that
capture our hearts and our imaginations? 

We may think that there is no harm in loving other gods, but Hosea calls this love for other
gods adultery. This may seem strong language to us, but it quite simply names our rejection
of God's love for what it is. It is about failing to give the Lord the honour and the respect and
the worship that is due to Him, and it is a serious breach in our relationship.

We'll come back to the rest of chapter 3 in a moment. But move forward to chapter 4, 1-2
for a moment. What was the practical effect of the Israelites worshipping other gods?
Why does rejection of the Lord lead to such bad results?

When  the  Lord  the  people  of  Israel  the  law,  it  was  because  He  loved  them.  The  Ten
Commandments were given so that the people of Israel would know how to live in such a
way to please their God. But the Israelites didn't see God's law in that way. They saw the
commandments as restrictions on what they could and couldn't do, and they decided they
were better off ditching them. The result? Complete and utter moral chaos. It shouldn't be
too hard to see the parallels with life today!

Look at verse 3. Why does the Israelites breaking God's law lead to such terrible damage
to the environment?

The Lord has given us the authority to rule over His creation. But that doesn't mean we can
treat the world around us any way we like. We are supposed to show His creatures love and
care and respect. However when we break God's law, the inevitable consequence is that not
only do we fail to love our neighbour, we also fail to love our world. The results today of our
greed and our selfishness can be clearly seen, for example, in things like climate change and
pollution. It is all because we have rejected the Lord our maker.

Look at verses 4-9. Who was responsible for the Israelites turning away from the Lord?

On one level, the answer was everyone. Whatever precisely verse 4 means, it is clear that
no-one had a right to blame another. As the psalmist puts it in Psalm 14:3: there is no-one
who does good, not even one. As human beings we have a heart problem that means we do
not want to do what the Lord asks. That is called sin.

Of course what the priests should have been doing is talking about sin, and teaching the law
of the Lord. But that kind of message doesn't sell well. So instead of giving the Israelites the
knowledge they needed to love the Lord their God, they preached a false message about a
false god. They no doubt thought they were in step with the times, and to them that was



more important than being in step with God. There's a hugely important message here for
teachers and preachers today!

So, going back to chapter 3, verses 2-5. How would the Lord deal with the Israelites? What
would be the surprising result?

In  the  end  the  people  of  Israel  would  forfeit  the  love  of  God.  They  would  lose  their
government, their religion, even their land. All  this would be a just punishment for their
rejection of the Lord. Yet the surprising result would be that one day they would return to
the Lord their God and to David their king. This is surely a prophecy pointing forward to
Jesus, the Son of David, who has come and provided the ultimate proof of God's love for us.
Hosea reminds us that even when we are faithless God remains faithful, and that is why his
message still speaks so powerfully to us today. 


